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Aquaria KLCC, UMT & DOF Join Forces to Restore the Gorgeous Corals of 
Pulau Bidong 
Renushara 
June 13, 2023 
 

 
 
Following the highly successful campaign launch at Aquaria KLCC, an extraordinary 
coral restoration expedition took place at Pulau Bidong, Terengganu. 
This immersive experience was joined by the Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
(DOF), University Malaysia Terengganu (UMT), and the dedicated team from 
Aquaria KLCC, aiming to make a tangible impact in revitalizing coral ecosystems 
firsthand. This is a great opportunity as Pulau Bidong’s coral reefs were severely 
damaged by Tropical Storm Pabuk, which hit the island in January 2019. 



2 
 

 
 
WORLD OF BUZZ had the honour of attending the expedition, which successfully 
took place on June 7 (Wednesday) to June 8 (Thursday), 2023. This allowed us the 
extraordinary opportunity to witness the coral restoration process up close and 
personal. 
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The expedition, meticulously designed and orchestrated by UMT, emphasized the 
importance of manual coral planting, allowing participants to gain first-hand 
knowledge and engage in this transformative conservation effort. 
 
The coral planting process begins by applying epoxy on land. 
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The coral is then attached to a cement mold and secured to a metal plate. Divers 
manually hammer each metal plate onto the seabed one by one. This method is 
highly effective as it promotes coral growth while minimizing disturbance, allowing 
the coral to flourish and thrive at an accelerated pace. 
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Daryl Foong, the Executive Director of Aquaria KLCC, expressed his 
delight in being part of this meaningful collaboration 
“Coral restoration efforts conducted by University Malaysia Terengganu (UMT) here 
at Pulau Bidong represented a concerted approach to saving these invaluable coral 
reefs. Aquaria KLCC is honored to have contributed to UMT’s research methods and 
acted as an educational center, imparting knowledge about coral reef replenishment 
activities and the lifecycle of these remarkable creatures to our visitors,” he said. 
 
Most of the activities during the expedition took place underwater, immersing 
participants in the breathtaking beauty of the ocean and creating unforgettable 
experiences. 

 
  


