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This report should be cited as:

Ang, X.L. 2002. Ethological Study on the Nocturnal Activities of the Spotted Hyena
(Crocuta crocuta) in Night Safari, Singapore. Final year project report, Bachelor
of Science (Hons) Biology, Faculty of Science and Technology, Kolej Universiti
Sa ins dan Teknologi Malaysia, Universiti Putra Malaysia. 54p.

No part of this project report may be reproduced by any mechanical, photographic, or
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written permission from the author and the supervisor(s) of the project .
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ABSTRACT

The nocturnal activities and the stereotype behaviours of the spotted hyena

(Crocuta crocuta ) in captivity in the Night Safari of Singapore were studied. This study

was conducted in two different areas: the yard and the exhibit enclosure. Five spotted

hyenas, two females and three males were involved as the core subject of this

observation. The naturalistic observation was conducted for 21 days with extra 14 days

prior to the actual observation at the nocturnal time from 1600 to 2230. Scan sampling

method was applied with an interval of five minutes. The results showed that in captivity,

the Crocuta crocuta moved and rested at specific intervals during the daytime and they

were seen to be most active in the evening and at night after 1900. The spotted hyena

(Crocuta crocuta) spent 41.010/0 of their time roaming, 34.190/0 of their time idling,

9.520/0 of their time eliminating, 7.800/0 of their time sleeping and 7.480/0 of their time

running in captivity. They were also noted to move and rest in a group as gregarious

animals. Feeding time for these captive spotted hyenas were found congruent with the

time when food was provided. The food was not provided by the zookeepers during the

daytime in the yard. Food like bones and meat were provided during the night in the

exhibit enclosure. Besides, other interesting activities of the spotted hyena such as

feeding, welcoming ritual, grooming, stereotyping, chasing, vocalizing and fighting were

also documented descriptively. Generally, behaviours of these captive spotted hyenas

(Crocuta crocuta) indicated a very significant difference between the phases 1600-2230,

which were also found to be quite similar to those in the wild. Therefore, the accumulated

data collected for this study will subsequently serve as additional information to the

species Crocuta crocuta.
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ABSTRAK

Perlakuan Crocuta crocuta pada waktu malam dalam kurungan telah diperhatikan

dalam kajian ini. Lokasi kajian adalah di Night Safari, Singapura. Pemerhatian telah

dijalankan di dua kawasan yang berbeza iaitu: dalam perkarangan dan dalam kawasan

pameran. Pemerhatian telah dijalankan ke atas lima ekor Crocuta crocuta selama 21 hari

berserta dengan tarnbahan 14 hari sebelum pemerhatian sebenar dijalankan pada 1600-

2230 dengan menggunakan teknik penyampaian imbasan "Scan sampling" dalam jangka

masa lima minit bagi setiap kutipan data. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa kelakuan

Crocuta crocuta didapati paling aktif pada waktu malal11 Gam selepas 1900). Crocuta

crocuta menghabiskan masa sebanyak 41.01% merayau, 34.19% masa untuk berleka,

9.52% masa untuk activiti penyahtinjaan, 7.80% masa untuk tidur dan 7.48% masa

berlari dalam kurungan. Turnt diperhatikan bahawa Crocuta crocuta berehat dan

bergerak secara berkumpulan dan bukan secara individu. Selain itu, turut didapati waktu

makan bagi objek yang diperhatikan adalah relatif dengan masa makanan dibekalkan.

Makanan tidak dibekalkan pada waktu siang tetapi diberikan oleh ahli zoo kepada

Crocuta crocuta pada waktu mala III di kawasan pameran. Di samping itu, aktiviti-aktivit

seperti makan, sifat menyambut, memberus bulu, aktiviti yang diulangi berkali-kali,

mengejar, bersuara dan melawan turut didokumentasi secara deskriptif. Secara umum,

kelakuan Crocuta crocuta di dalam kurungan ini mempunyai perbezaan yang nyata

men t fasa masa 1600-2230 yang turut membuktikan kelakuan semulajadinya di

habitat liar. Data yang telah dikumpulkan dalam kajian boleh digunakan sebagai

maklumat tambahan mengenai spesies Crocuta crocuta .

•

IV

PU
SA

T 
PE

MBE
LA

JA
RA

N 
DI

GIT
AL

 S
UL

TA
NA

H 
NU

R 
ZA

HI
RA

H


