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PREFACE

Releasing animals, releasing turtles, is
pleasurable - watching how they crawl over the sand,
struggle through the surf and breaking waves and then
swim out beyond to the open sea. It is not so easy to
define exactly why this is pleasurable. Perhaps it has
something to do with the desire for a freer simpler
existence, with an element of going beyond the present

situations well as back to childhood.

A.D. Graham

The Gardeners of Eden

Om Sarva vigna haram Devam
Sarva vigna vivarjitham
Sarva siddhi pradataram

Vardeham gnana Nayakam
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ABSTRACT

A study on turtle hatchling vigour upon emergence
in relation to parameters such as retention period,
incubation period and incubation method was conducted.
Six different retention periods and three methods of
incubation were used in this study. Incubation period
was determined by the number of days the hatchlings took
to emerge from their nests. Terrestrial locomotion of
the hatchlings traversing the beach from their nest to
the surf was used as a measure of their vigour. A total
of 24 leatherback, Dermochelvs coriacea and 180 green
turtle, Chelonia mvdas hatchlings were tested. The
results obtained indicated that hatchlings released
immediately upon emergence had maximum vigour in
comparisbn to those that were retained. There were
significant differences in hatchling vigour in relation
to the various incubation periods and incubation methods

that were used in the study.
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ABSTRAK

Kajian mengenai kekuatan merangkak anak penyu yang
baru menetas telah dijalankan. Ianya dilakukan dengan
menggunakan parameter jangkamasa kurungan, jangkamasa
pengeraman dan cara pengeraman yang berbeza. Enam
jangkamasa kurungan dan tiga cara pengeraman yang
berbeza telah dikaji. Jangkamasa pengeraman ditentukan
oleh masa yang diambil untuk kemunculan keluar anak
penyu dari sarangnya. Kekuatan anak penyu diukur semasa
ianya merangkak dari sarang sehingga ia sampai ke gigi
air. Sejumlah 24 ekor anak penyu belimbing (Dermochelvs
corjacea) dan 180 ekor anak penyu agar (Chelonia mydas)
telah digunakan di dalam kajian i Keputusan
menunjukkan bahawa anak penyu yang dilepaskan sebaik
sahaja 1a muncul dari sarang adalah yang paling kuat
Jika dibandingkan dengan anak penyu yang terkurung.
Perbezaan yang ketara di dalam kekuatan anak penyu
telah dikesan apabila jangkamasa pengeraman dan cara

pengeraman yang berlainan digunakan.



