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ABSTRAK

Kajian ke atas foraminifera bentik telah dijalankan dengan menganalisa 24 sampel sedimen
daripada Laut China Selatan-Teluk Siam dan perairan Malaysia. Sebanyak 12 sampel
sedimen telah diambil daripada kawasan Teluk Siam dan 12 stesen lagi di Laut China
Selatan. Hasil daripada kajian ini, sebanyak 80 genus dan 26 famili foraminifera telah
dikenalpasti. Taksa yang paling dominan adalah daripada famili Rotaliidac sementara
Planulina pula dicatatkan sebagai genus paling dominan dengan nilai kepadatan 12,934
individu per 10 sentimeter persegi. Keseluruhannya, kepadatan foraminifera bentik
adalah tinggi di perairan Malaysia berbanding dengan Teluk Siam. Laut China Selatan
didapati mencatatkan jumlah individu tertinggi iaitu 56,998 individu per 10 sentimeter
persegi berbanding dengan Teluk Siam iaitu 32,342 individu per 10 sentimeter persegi.
Ujian regrasi pula menunjukkan taburan dan kepadatan foraminifera di kawasan kajian
dipengaruhi olech peratusan pasir, kelodak dan liat. Jumlah foraminifera tertinggi

kebanyakan dari jenis loam berpasir.



ABSTRACT

A study on the distribution of benthic foraminifera was carried out by analysing 24
sediment samples from the South China Sea-Gulf of Thailand and the Malaysian waters.
Twelve sediment samples were collected from Gulf of Thailand and another twelve from
the Malaysian waters. A total of 80 genus and 26 families of foraminiferas were identified
from the samples. Rotaliidac was found to be the most dominant while Planulina was
found to be the most dominant genus of foraminifera with a density of 12, 934
individuals/10 cm? . Generally, the density of benthic foraminiferas was found to be
statistically different (higher) in the Malaysian waters compared to the Gulf of Thailand.
The highest density of foraminiferas was found in the Malaysian waters (56,998
individual/10 cm’ ) while the lowest density was found in the Gulf of Thailand (33,342
individual/10 cm® ). Further analyses indicate a significant positive relationship between
density of individuals and the percentages of sand, silt and clay in the substrate. Loamy

sand seems to consist the most amount of foraminiferas.



