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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to determine and identify the ectoparasites in Leptobarbus hoevenii, 

Barbonymus gonionotus and Oreochromis mossambicus. It is also to determine the 

mean intensity and prevalence of ectoparasites and compare between these three 

freshwater cultured fish species. Methodology starts with microscope examination and 

collection of the parasite from different part of the body such as skin, fins and gills. 

Specimen was stained and drew. Four species of ectoparasites were found and they are 

Ichthyophthirius mult(filiis. Trichodina sp., Thelohunellus .�p. and a monogenea. This 

monogenea cannot be identified because of damage during staining. From the results, 

parasitic infection in these freshwater commercial fingerling fishes is not under the 

serious condition. There are no big differences between two from the three species; 

leptobarbus hoevenii and Oreochromis mossambicus but Barbonymus gonionotus 

shows high prevalence of infection. This may lead to aquaculture problem in future if no 

prevention or treatment is being carried out (Scholz, 1999). Proper management should 

be implemented in order to prevent this parasitic problem. In conclusion, fish is a 

potential source of protein to human. Therefore, it is important that the fishes are free 

from any parasites for aquaculture importance. 
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ABSTRAK 

Kajian ini dijalankan untuk menentukan dan mengenalpasti jangkitan ektoparasit pada 

rega tiga spesies ikan air tawar iaitu Leptvbarbus hoevenii, Barbonymus gonionotus 

dan Oreochromis mossambicus yang diternak secara komersial. Objektif lain 

merangkumi penentuan keamatan dan kekerapan jangkitan ektoparasit seterusnya 

membuat perbandingan diantara ketiga-tiga spesies ikan atau perumah tersebut. Kaedah 

kajian meliputi pemeriksaan dengan mikroskop, pengasingan parasit, pewarnaan serta 

melukis parasit yang ditemui. Secara keseluruhannya, kajian ini menunjukkan jangkitan 

parasit yang tidak serius. Walaubagaimanapun, Barbonymus gonionotus menunjukkan 

kekerapan jangkitan Myxozoa yang tinggi yang akan membawa masalah dalam industri 

akuakultur jika tidak dicegah melalui pengurusan sistem ternakan yang sempurna 

(Scholz, 1999). Oleh kerana ketiga-tiga spesies yang dikaji adalah merupakan spesies 

komersial dan sumber utama protein, spesies-spesies rega tersebut mestilah bebas dari 

sebarang jangkitan untuk kepentingan akuakultur pada masa hadapan. 
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